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Thank you for 2023!
This was the 4th year for The Ancient Woods
Foundation, proving that an idea can become an
active community with a tangible result; proving that
it is possible to grow strong complying with values, 
and that each of us can contribute to the future of
the ancient woods.

Special thanks goes to the team, financial donors, 
partners, ambassadors who spread the message, the
community, and everyone who helped with the
forest search, inspection, stewardship, education, 
and their own ideas and initiatives – from students to 
start-ups, from contributing through donations at 
the reverse vending machines to research in the
forests, educational, artistic and support initiatives. 

Thank you for the inspiration to work together.
On behalf of the team,
Mindaugas Survila
Sengirės fondas
The Ancient Woods Foundation



Key aspects of the 2023 Report
1. Public Institution „Sengirės Fondas“ is registered as a non-profit

organisation of 24th of January, 2020. Registration adress - A. 
Mickevičiaus g. 31, Juodšiliai, Vilnius district. Identification code –
305433631. 

2. The main activity of institution is the restoration and conservation
of old-growth forests (primary forests) in Lithuania, i.e. a 
continuously growing, maturing and naturally regenerating, diverse
forests with all its biodiversity, in an open-ended manner, naturally, 
without any human economic activity or other interference.

3. Shareholders of the institution: Mindaugas Survila, Simonas Bastys, 
Mindaugas Lapelė, Ainis Pivoras, Vilius Striužas. Each shareholder
contributes EUR 10 each, for a total of EUR 50.

4. The funds received by institution in 2023, tangible and intangible
assets acquired, operating expenses and other related information
are detailed in the "Financial report" section of this report (p. 56).

5. Number of employees in 2023: 2 employees at the beginning of
the fiscal year, and 2 employees at the end. 

6. The number of volunteers contributing to the Foundation's
activities in 2023 is over 78, with over 6200 hours of time spent. 
More details in the "Community" section of this report (p. 42). 

The main objectives for 2023 were:

• To select and purchase another 40-50 hectares (99-123 acres) of
the most valuable old-growth forests;

• To strengthen the monitoring of forests already under protection
and initiate biological research in 5 – 6 of these areas;

• To continue public education;

• To continue cooperation with business and environmental
organisations to maximise the impact of activities;

• To grow our team.

The work carried out is detailed in the following sections of this report.

The main objectives of 2024 are:

• To protect more than 170 hectares (420 acres) of future old-
growth forests by the end of the year;

• To extend existing forest massifs;

• To continue public education about the importance of preserving
old-growth forests and biodiversity; 

• To strengthen the monitoring and inventorisation of forests
already under our protection.

VšĮ „Sengirės fondas“ 
Manager Rimantė Paulauskaitė-Digaitienė



Our mision: to preserve the most valuable old-growth forests and protect 
their biodiversity, to establish public forests in Lithuania, create long-lasting 
examples of sustainable nature that are essential for preserving biodiversity 
and mitigating the effects of climate change - old-growth forests that are 
open to the public. 

Our vision: Lithuania - where nature belongs to itself, and is allowed to 
develop without any human influence, where all organisms are equal, and 
no one is thought of as harmful.

Forests:
preservation

with all the life in
them

Education 
and science

Impact
through

partnerships

Key activities:



Forests: 
Preservation with all life in them

Where nature belongs to nature
and allowed to take form
without human influence.



Search and selection of the forests

If you know that an old, biologically 
valuable forest is for sale – be sure to 
share the information with us there:

www.sengiresfondas.lt/misko-anketa

More than 400 plots:
In 2023, in search for the future old-growth forests, we worked
with a database of 434 forest plots to find future old-growth
forests. Negotiations are ongoing with 69 plot owners.

Public engagement:
Thank you to everyone who offered valuable plots of land, as well
as to those who helped us visit potential forests promptly. People's
active engagement in forest preservation is particularly important
– thanks to a local forester, a forest plot has been bought in
Užupiai, Alytus district. 

Search methods:
Main sources – the Foundation has compiled a list of the most
valuable massifs in Lithuania, as well as suggestions from the public. 
In 2023, we have expanded the search with e-advertising, auctions
and forest sale platforms. Šilininkai forest in Šilutė district – first
forest bought at auction. 

We are constantly looking for effective 
methods to find and acquire plots - so 

the public's help is very welcome.

Share information

http://www.sengiresfondas.lt/misko-anketa


How future old-growth forests are 
selected?

Structural criteria:
• Diversity in age;
• Mosaicism;
• Recovery potential, craze, 

undergrowth;
• Diversity of micro-habitats;
• Relief;
• Soil;
• Hydrological regime;
• Dead wood;
• Ancient trees;
• Forest sites;
• Climaxicity.

Biodiversity criteria:
• Species composition of trees;
• Number and abundance of old-

growth forest species;
• Species included in the list of

protected animals, plants and fungi of
the Republic of Lithuania;

• Species and habitats protected under
the EU Birds and Habitats Directives;

• Indicative species of key woodland
habitats & habitats of EU importance;

• Animal habitats (nests, roosts, caves, 
bathing sites, beaver habitats).

Territorial, legal 
criteria:
• Affiliation to a protected 

area;
• Buffer zone;
• National location;
• Anthropogenic criteria;
• Forest management 

projects;
• Historical development;
• Price.

To preserve the most valuable fragments of old-growth forests that still remain, we use 40+ scientific
criteria to select plots having the greatest potential to develop into forests full of life and diversity.

We are looking for private, biologically valuable self-sustaining forests that already contain old-growth forest elements. 
These are mixed, multi-stemmed, mosaic-structured stand. They are usually full of dead wood or old, slowly dying trees, 
with a new generation of trees or a rich understorey of shrubs sprouting up all by themselves. 

The biodiversity of a site is greatly enhanced by the variety of topography and hydrological regimes, so an intervening
wetland, coastline, slope, promontory, hill or ravine adds further value. 



Forests preserved
by the Foundation
By the year 2023, we have expanded the
area of protected forests to 118.87 
hectares / 294 acres, or 18 forest plots.
5 forest plots have been purchased - 61,79 ha / 152,7 ac: 
• 27,5 ha / 68 ac plot in Raigardas alley, Druskininkai district.
• 4,92 ha /12 ac plot in Užupiai, Alytus district.
• 6,08 ha / 15 ac plot in Šilininkai, Šilutė district.
• 1,9 ha / 4.7 ac plot in Žiogeliai, Druskininkai district. 
• 21,39 ha / 53 ac plot in Rūstekoniai, Jurbarkas district. 

Each forest plot has been selected on the basis of 40+ 
biological, structural, territorial and legal criteria and has been
visited live prior to purchase.
All the forests bought last year are bordering rivers, and as
many as 4 out of 5 are near the Nemunas. Old-growth forests
on the slopes of the foothills are likely to have survived due to 
the difficult terrain, which is unfavourable for farming. 



Location Druskininkai district, Švendubrė forest massif

Size 27,5 hectares

History It is the largest single plot of land preserved to date in a culturally
and naturally important place - the Raigardas Landscape Reserve.

The legendary Raigardas valley is surrounded on all sides by pine 
forests, in the centre of the valley lies a birch forest, and the
Nemunas valley is full of old riverbeds and streams. Ornithologist
Marius Karlonas has recorded about 120 species of breeding birds
in the valley alone, and over 160 different winged birds in total.

The Foundation's community has contributed to its
preservation: those who supported the Foundation in 2022
by contributing their share of their GPM, regular donors, 
businesses, and those who actively responded to the call to 
contribute. In total, more than 1,230 people and over 30 
business organisations.

Forest There are biologically particularly valuable stands of 161-year 
spruce and 150-year pine trees, and the stream running through
the middle of the site is bordered by mature alder trees. Allowing
the forest to continue to develop naturally will only increase the
number of fungi, lichens and invertebrate species associated with
living wood. The site has been designated as Habitat H1 -
Underground caves, waters and sinkholes, Habitat of European
Community importance 9010 - Western taiga. As it is a large
contiguous parcel, such a forest will better support the stability of
ecological conditions important for the survival of species. 

Raigardas Valley forest
(The largest continuous forest parcel)



Užupiai forest Location Alytus district, Užupiai village, Sudvajai forest massif

Size 4,92 hectares

History The site has come under the care of the Foundation thanks to an active 
local community. The proposal came from a local ranger, was evaluated 
and selected by the Foundation's researchers as a potential old-growth 
forest, and was acquired by the Green Forest 2023 grant initiative.

Forest Užupiai Forest is situated on the slopes of the Tolupė and Alovė rivers, where
there are many springs and streams. Nearby, on the other side of the stream, 
is a unique natural object - the Alovė outcrop, where a moraine fracture is
clearly visible. The forest is spectacular, although difficult for man to pass
because of the forks, slopes, springs, bends in the river, smaller outcrops, old
valleys, and elk with their calves travel through these valleys.

The forest is dominated by pine, spruce, alder, and birch trees 90-100 years
old. Maples, oaks and hornbeams appear on the slopes. Live wood is
abundant. A slightly more open section of small, open, wet meadow can be 
found on part of the site too.

The forest contains designated habitats: European Community importance
9050 - Herbaceous spruce forests, core forest habitat C1 - wet alder forests.



Šilininkai forest Location Šilutė district, Pangiriai, Šilininkai village, 

Size 6,08 hectares

History This is the first forest plot acquired by the Foundation in Western 
Lithuania. The forest is located by the Veiviržis river, near the villages
of Pangiriai and Šilininkai in the Šilutė district. The old Evangelical
Lutheran cemetery of the village of Šilininkai is a nearby cultural
asset. This future old-growth forest was acquired thanks to the
support of Mano Bankas in 2023.

Forest It is a forest group IIA parcel with the distinctive feature of the 800 m long
bank of the Veiviržis stream, with its rich and varied deciduous forests on
the slopes. There are already some elements of old-growth forest, such as
snags, coarse woody debris, oaks celebrating their centenary, mature
aspen, linden, birch, and white alder trees. The forest adjacent to water
bodies are characterised by a particularly high abundance of distinctive
micro-habitats and biodiversity. The large dead (living) wood along the
coast receives relatively more moisture and sunlight, which provides
favourable conditions for the establishment of more selective species of
insects, lichens and fungi.

Not only the woodland, but also the entire streamside will be left to 
develop on its own, thus making the coarse woody debris and the roots of
the trees an excellent shelter and spawning ground for the protected
species of fish and otters of the Veiviržis Hydrological Reserve. Beavers
will be able to burrow in the forest slopes in peace. The site is also 
distinguished by the regionally scarce evergreen thickets of the rough
horsetail (Equisetum hyemale). The forest falls within the territory of the
valleys of the Veiviržo and Šalpė rivers and belongs to the Veiviržo
Ichthyological Reserve (zoological-ichthyological; habitat protection). 



Location Druskininkai district, Žiogeliai and Randamonys villages

Size 1,9 hectares

History This is the third parcel, forming a 7.74 hectares solid massif in the Dainava 
Forest of Dzūkija, next to the Nemunas River, near the ethnographic
village of Žiogeliai, one of the most valuable massifs. The preservation of
these forests ensures the protection of not only the biodiversity of the
mature forests and slopes on the banks of the Nemunas, but also the
protection of the local aquatic inhabitants, such as otters, beavers, and
sea eagles nesting on the other side.

It's a spectacular place - and although the terrain makes it a challenge to 
walk there, that's what makes it so beautiful and biodiverse. The northern
part of the site slopes down to the Nemunas, the terrain rises and falls, a 
ravine meanders through the site, and springs abound.

The preservation of parcel #3 of this forest was made possible by
the generous support of long-time philanthropist Mykolas Dumčius.

Forest The forests belong to the Dzūkija National Park, Important bird areas, 
Natura 2000, designated Key Forest Habitats - alkaline wetlands, dry
heaths, habitats of European Community importance - herbaceous
spruce forests and alluvial forests, a priority habitat of importance for
Lithuania. Some of the pine forest is 130-140 years old, the spruce forest
is about 120 years old. The mature stand and its vigorous timber will enrich
the abundance and diversity of woodpeckers in the area.

The forest has a rich flora of spore-forming vascular plants, with six
species of ferns recorded during the initial survey: Athyrium filix-femina, 
Dryopteris filix-mas, Dryopteris carthusiana, Phegopteris connectilis, 
Gymnocarpium dryopteris and Polypodium vulgare. Gametophytes of
ferns have also been observed in the grove.

Žiogeliai forest #3 





Location Jurbarkas district,  Rūstekoniai village

Size 21,39 hectares

History It’s one of the largest protected forest plots - mixed area with
slopes has been preserved thanks to private regular donors and
corporate donor Žalia Giria (Gelsva).

According to the Foundation's ambassador, historian Vykintas 
Vaitkevičius, this forest is also significant historically as it covers the
entire highland known as Bajorkalnis which was used as a hillfort, and
according to today's assessment, during the battles against the
Teutonic Order, it was used as a lookout hill. In the 16th-18th 
centuries, the local nobility apparently gathered here for meetings. 
Various legends have been written about Bajorkalnis, and half a 
century ago local dance parties were still held on the hill itself, and
today the pilgrimage route of Camino Lituano / St. James' Way is
crossing the site.

Forest The forest in central Lithuania (Jurbarkas district) is part of the
Panemunių Regional Park and has yet to become a deep old-growth
forest, but the mixed forest with its many slopes already stands out
for its topography and biodiversity. 

A large part of the parcel belongs to the Armena Geomorphological
Reserve, with the Armena River flowing in the western part of the
parcel and the Armena outcrops on the other side. Some tracks of
weasels, foxes, roe deer, deer and wild boar have been identified. 
The forest is already home to semi-mature and mature grey alders, 
birches, maples, lindens, oaks and pines. In the south-western part of
the forest plot lies a European Community importance habitat -
european hornbeam woodland - very unique to Lithuania.

Rūstekoniai
Bajorkalnis forest



In Balbieriškis forests with Dr. Biruté Galdikas, 
the Patron of the Foundation

"Some of these beautiful forests should
remain completely untouched. But it is also 
important that people should be able to see
this beauty“ - dr. Biruté Mary Galdikas, who
has been working in nature conservation for
more than fifty years, spoke with great care 
and love while looking around in the oak woods.



Forest protection 
What happens to the forests under the Fund's care? Nothing. They are 
allowed to develop and mature naturally without any human influence. 

The only activities that take place in these forests are guarding, 
education and research: monitoring, identification of habitats, rare and
protected species, other scientific research, educational trips, photography
or filming all this is done in an environmentally friendly way and in respect of
biological sensitivity of the forest.

To ensure that there are no harmful human impacts on nature, continuous
monitoring is carried out by periodic visits to each of the plots by the
designated responsible persons – rangers, who while visiting the forest, 
assess its condition, take photos and record the data in a common system. 

A few more activities in the Foundation‘s forests in 2023: 

• forests has been monitored by 16 rangers;

• the process of banning hunting was initiated;

• name-labelling of forests conserved thanks to philanthropists was also 
launched.



Education and
science
„You protect when you love, and love 
when you know.” – Mindaugas Survila



26 educational lectures, presentations, film screenings for business, 

the public, children, foreign organisations and the community.

15 educational trips to old-growth forests with scientists for the

Foundation's community and donors.

50+ educational articles, social media posts, project material.

Education and science activities in 2023 

Moniškis forest - extensive research has been

carried out here, including soil excavation and species identification.

Education for children - a remote

educational programme for schoolchildren was launched. 



Soil profile study in Moniškis forest
In the summer of 2023, scientists Dr Ričardas Skorupskas and Dr Jonas Volungevičius 
carried out a soil profile study. The research showed the uniqueness of this location - this
forest and its soil have never been touched by human activity. It is a preserved natural
example of a very healthy, fertile soil and a protected natural information fund.

The study confirms why this untouched natural ecosystem of soil and old-growth forest is so
rich in biodiversity - in the last couple of years, scientific expeditions have recorded a 
number of rare, protected species, including Dr. Reda Iršėnaitė's unique find of the summer
of 2022 - a globally rare and rapidly declining mushroom species Lavender Baeospora
(Baespora myriadophylla). 

In total, over 120 species of fungi, lichens, plants and animals have been recorded there.



Bark beetle Typographus – a keystone species of forest ecosystems: 
insights into this beetle and its important role in forests have been
disseminated in various media, thanks to the entomologist Dr. Eduardas 
Budrys and the botanist Dr. Ainis Pivoras. 

Educational content - key projects (I)

The life cycle of a pine tree – An illustrated educational series on the
importance of pine trees to ecosystems at different stages of their life, from
a young pine tree to a 400-year-old trunk. Illustrated by Eglė Plytnikaitė, 
content by Mindaugas Lapelė, Mindaugas Survila. 

Educational lecture "How are our forests changing?“ - a lecture by
phytoecologist Vytautas Uselis to the community on the evolution of forests
- how they have evolved so far, what determines the direction of the old
growth forest, what are the trends in the development of Lithuanian forests, 
what will the future of the forests of the Foundation look like.



Material for the Children's Forest Pavilion at the
Venice Architecture Biennale – thanks to the
curators of the project, the Foundation was able to 
contribute content on old-growth forests and the
situation in Lithuania. More about the project "Neringa 
Forest Architecture" on the website.

Educational content - key projects (II)

Educational programme for children – a remote
educational programme for schoolchildren "Ancient
woods as a fairy tale“ has been initiated.

"Forests and Scents - a conversation about scents, 
the importance and benefits of old-growth
forests“ by Mila Monk, a forest bathing guide, Ina, a 
perfumer at the “Kvapų namai", Dr. Radvilė Rimgailė-
Voicik, a botanist, and Rimantė Paulauskaitė-
Digaitienė, a member of the Foundation‘s board.

https://neringaforestarchitecture.lt/childrens-forest-pavilion-publications/


Our impact and
public interest
advocacy



Ecological impact
on biodiversity

The age of protected forest stands ranges from 60 to 160 
years.

These forests are home to rare, protected species of 
animals, plants, lichens, fungi and lichens listed in the Red 
Book, as well as an abundance of natural dead (living) 
timber, which is essential for sustaining life, which is home, 
fertiliser and food for thousands of different organisms.

118,87 ha / 294 ac of old-growth forests

under protection from negative human activity.

34 habitats under protection (ECI or Key Forest

Habitats).



Ecological impact
on climate

A third of mitigation targets can be achieved by halting
deforestation, conserving, restoring and reforesting forests.

Forests are one of the main greenhouse gases sinks. In our
region, 1 hectares of old-growth forests absorbs around
6.25 tonnes CO2e per year*.

Old-growth forests are also one of the most important
sources of locked carbon (C), with more than 400 tonnes
of carbon locked up in their vegetation, and especially in
their soils, per hectare**. 

* Harris, N.L., Gibbs, D.A., Baccini, A. et al. Global maps of twenty-first century forest carbon
fluxes. Nat. Clim. Chang. 11, 234–240 (2021). https://doi.org/10.1038/s41558-020-00976-6

** IPPC, NASA data.

~1367 t CO2 - the amount of CO2 absorbed by

118.87 ha of old-growth forests since the acquisition.

~47500 t C – the amount of carbon that 118.87 

ha of old-growth forests lock up in their vegetation
and especially in their soils.

https://doi.org/10.1038/s41558-020-00976-6


Social impact -
education

>288 people had a profound educational experience on

field trips with scientists. 

>1500 people attended educational lectures and

presentations.

>250 000 people reached with educational and

informative content on social media.

The relationship between people and forests :

In 2023, the Institute of Natural Culture, on the initiative of
historian Vykintas Vaitkevičius, submitted an application to 
include the Traditional Relationship between Man and Forest in
the National Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage as a living
tradition with an exceptional importance for Lithuania. The
Ancient Woods Foundation, together with other organisations, 
was one of the applicants. 

In March 2024, this value was formally added to the Compendium. 



Socio–economic
impact

Every 1 Eur donated* has contributed to:

1,93 m2 old-growth forest protected,

0,39 Eur socio-economic value created,

2,22 kg CO2 absorption,

77,40 kg carbon locked.

* - calculating the impact generated by the donations used, 
from the establishment of the Foundation until the end of 2023.

237 thousand Eur – this is the total amount of
socio-economic value that 118.87 hectares of old-growth
forests have already generated (calculating the value
generated by the plots only from the acquisition until the end
of 2023, based on an analysis project carried out by the
Foundation). The monetary value socio-economic benefits
of 1 hectare of old-growth forest amount - €1 107 per year.



Social impact –
public interest advocacy

Joint statement on #RestoreNature confirmation of the EU nature restoration regulation, 2023-03-14.  Impact: comfirmed.

Joint statement on the Law on Protected Areas, 2023-05-16. Impact: discussions and corrections.

Joint statement on the National Forest Law project, 2023-07-31, 2023-05-16. Impact: discussions, corrections.

Joint statement on the plans to increase the rate of main forest clearings in state forests, 2023-08-17. Impact: rate not
confirmed.

Joint statement on permits for clear sanitary forest logging, 2023-11-04. Impact: temporary suspension.

* Girių Spiečius (Forest Swarm) is a group of organizations and individuals united to seek ecologically, socially and economically
balanced, nature-friendly forest policy. Originally gathered in 2019, it is once again swarming to achieve changes in Lithuania’s
forest management policy.

In 2023, together with other environmental NVOs, 
the Foundation joined Girių Spiečius (Forest
Swarm) initiative to approach the authorities on
forest policy-related legislative topics.



Community, 
supporters, partners, our team 



Protecting forests with financial support

Community Philanthropists Business
• Over 600 people have

donated directly, including
more than 233 regular
supporters;

• 856 contributed a part of
their income tax;

• 4 schools and other
communities contributed;

• Active donations at the
reverse vending machines.

• Dr. Mykolas Dumčius;
• Aušra Surantienė;
• Rūta Meilutytė;
• Daiva Černytė;
• Feliksas Abrukauskas;
• Justina Jurkevičienė;
• Matas Valius Ramoška;
• Remutė Židonienė;
• Rytis Martikonis;
• Remy Salters;
• Saulius A. Kulakauskas.

• 57 companies and
organisations have joined the
mission and contributed
financially, 12 of them -
continuously;

• 4 business organisations
provided services pro bono;

• 6 organisations were partners
in sponsorship, advocacy and
team building.



Thank you to our 2023 sponsors:
A. Fonseca
Abdul Metin Ogurlu
Adelė Jaškūnaitė
Adomas Rutkauskas
Agata Mackevičiūtė
Agnė Alminaitė
Agnė Biliūnaitė
Agnė Bražinskaitė
Agnė Giraitytė
Agnė Našlenienė
Agnė Navickaitė
Agnė Tulabienė
Agota Musteikytė
Aida Bradauskaitė
Aistė Araminaitė
Aistė Birietaitė
Aistė Makackaitė
Aistė Marija Giniūnaitė
Aivaras Palubinskas
Akvilė Jurevičiūtė
Akvilė Juškevičienė
Akvilė Liudžienė
Akvilė Mikulskienė
Akvilė Pazarauskaitė
Albertas Jankauskas
Albina Ramančauskaitė
Aleksas Ramaška
Aleksas Vinskas
Algimantas Šutas
Algis Lankelis-Elvich
Alius Švedkauskas
Alma Kasperavičienė
Alma Riebždaitė
Alvydas Jurgis 
Vaitkevičius
Anastasija Sobenkė

Andrėja Žilytė
Andrius Jankauskas
Andrius Kavaliauskas
Andrius Matuliauskas
Andrius Peštenis
Andrius Ramonas
Andrius Ulinskas
Andrius Valiukevičius
Andželika Vežbavičiūtė
Aneta Šlekytė-
Kaminienė
Antanas Muliuolis
Artūras Leitzinger
Arūnas Dulaitis
Arūnė Ališauskaitė
Arūnė Simanavičienė
Arvydas Civilis
Arvydas Mieldažis
Arvydas Šilinga
Asta Abrutytė
Asta Kazakevičiūtė-
Bankauskienė
Asta Milvydienė
Asta Vaičiulytė
Audrė Kubiliūtė
Audrius Kozminas
Audrius Matusevičius
Audrius Rutkauskas
Audrius Urbonavičius
Augmantė Ališauskaitė
Augustė Čiukšaitė
Augustė Turčinavičiūtė
Augustė Turčinavičiūtė
Augustinas Stankevičius
Auksė Bakanienė
Auksė Miliukaitė

Aurelija Kavaliauskaitė
Aurelija Paškonytė
Aurimas Malinauskas
Austė Maironytė
Austė Minkauskienė
Austėja Černiauskaitė
Austėja Milvydaitė
Austėja Šimkutė
Austėja Vaišnoraitė
Aušra Batutienė
Aušra Imbrasaitė
Aušra Kybartaitė
Aušra Saveraitė
Aušra Surantienė 
Aušra Žemaitienė
Aušra Žičkienė
Aušrinė Čepėnaitė
Aušrinė Lasytė
Aušrinė Petkevičė
Aušrinė Verbylaitė
Aušvyda Kulikauskienė
Benas Nekrošius
Birutė Turauskienė
Brigita Čepurnaitė
Česlovas Klinkevičius
Daina Gončiauskienė
Daina Motiejūnė
Dainius Žiūra
Daiva Balčiūnienė-
Gavėnavičė
Daiva Chesonis
Daiva Černytė
Daiva Maskoliūnienė
Daiva Plerpaitė
Daiva Šernaitė
Daiva Vežikauskienė

Dalia Kalinauskienė
Dalia Medeikė
Dalia Palkuvienė
Danutė Mikolaitienė
Darius Narmontas
Daumantas Toleikis
Deima Sakevičiūtė
Deividas Arbačiauskas
Deividas Dėdelė
Deividas Jastrumskis
Diana Naruševičienė
Diana Vaitkevičienė
Domantas Kuryla
Domantas Mizeikis
Dominyka Šutavičiūtė
Dominykas Šimonis
Dominykas Vaitiekūnas
Donatas Cinikas
Donatas Ferensas
Donatas Greičiūnas
Donatas Murauskas
Edgaras Baltrušaitis
Edgaras Dambrauskas
Edmundas Gerulskis
Edmundas Petrušaitis
Edvardas Gegužis
Edvardas Grušas
Edvinas Liseckis
Edvinas Pocius
Edvinas Vaitkevičius
Egidijus Norvila
Egidijus Vosylius
Eglė Birbalaitė
Eglė Dapkevičiūtė
Eglė Juršytė
Eglė Juzėnaitė

Eglė Kizelevičė
Eglė Mickevičiūtė
Eglė Pankaitė
Eglė Rubinienė
Eglė Šeikienė
Eglė Vektarytė
Eglė Vilutienė
Eglė Vinikaitė
Eimantas Remeikis
Elena Rozukaitė
Elona Lovcikienė
Elvyra Jaroščiukaitė
Elzė Buslavičiūtė
Elzė Laužikaitė
Emilija Bernatonytė
Emilija Dulkė
Emilija Jokūbauskaitė
Emilija Kimbaraitė
Emilija Umbrasaitė
Emonas Šabonas
Erika Ratkevičiūtė
Erikas Zuzevičius
Ernesta Barzelienė
Ernesta Trainytė
Ernestas Petrauskas
Ernestas Petrauskas
Ernestas Zaloga
Ernestas Žilys
Eugenija Marija 
Sadzevičienė
Eugenijus Orlauskas
Eva Juodytė
Evaldas Narušis
Evandželina Petukienė
Evelina Vaitkutė-
Padleckė

Evita Grušaitė
Feliksas Abrukauskas
Gabija Enciūtė
Gabija Jurevičiūtė
Gabija Radžiūtė
Gabija Strockytė
Gabija Zymonaitė-
Vaičiulė
Gabrielė Grabienė
Gabrielė Jerosinė
Gabrielė Lukošiūtė
Gabrielė Učkuronytė
Gabriella Žičkienė
Gailutė Vaikšnorienė
Gediminas Baranauskas
Gediminas Kudirka
Gediminas Žurauskas
Georgia Trivett / Allied 
Time USA
Gertrūda Sprindienė
Giedrė Godienė
Giedrė Lapinskienė
Giedrius Balevičius
Giedrius Bielskis
Giedrius Bunevičius
Giedrius Buslavičius
Giedrius Martišius
Giedrius Pakalka
Ginta Liberytė
Gintaras Digaitis
Gintarė Bakūnaitė
Gintarė Palkevičienė
Gintarius Leščiukaitis
Gintautas Zigutis
Gintė Marija 
Ivanauskienė

Gintvilė Giedraitienė
Gytė Gerulaitytė
Goda Sodeikaitė
Goda Varneckaitė
Gražina Kreivėnaitė
Gražina Žilinskaitė
Greta Alsytė
Greta Avalasevičiūtė
Greta Čepkauskaitė
Greta Giedraitytė
Greta Grebliauskienė
Greta Kataržė
Greta Petrošiūtė
Greta Rožėnaitė
Greta Vaitaitytė
Greta Varanavičiūtė
Gretė Maziliauskaitė
Guoda Gražulytė
Gustas Tilvikas
Gustė Brazauskaitė
Gvidas Gedvilas
Ieva Buivydaitė
Ieva Daužickaitė
Ieva Kaknevičiūtė
Ieva Mackutė
Ieva Margytė
Ieva Matulė
Ieva Staugaitė
Ieva Šalnaitė
Ieva Šeibelytė
Ieva Šulskutė
Ieva Teodora Muliuolė
Ieva Toropovaitė
Ignas Balčiūnas
Ignas Kizelevičius
Ignas Mikutis

Ignas Mozūraitis
Ignas Paplauskas
Ignas Siniauskas
Ilona Stanevičiūtė
Ina Kasputienė
Indrė Bagdonaitė
Indrė Bareikienė
Indrė Gaigalienė
Indrė Kairytė
Indrė Leskauskaitė
Indriga Olendraitė
Ineta Šuopytė
Inga Lukoševičiūtė
Inga Mrazauskaitė
Inga Severaitė
Inga Skirmantienė
Ingrida Balasevičienė
Ingrida Jotkaitė
Ingrida Kyguolytė
Ingrida Leitans
Ingrida Sarkanaitė
Ingrida Zinkevičienė
Irena Grigas
Irena Rapševičiūtė
Irma Šlekytė
Iveta Klimavičiūtė
Johanna-Kristin 
Lohrengel
Jokūbas Jurgelis
Jokūbas Kunigėlis
Jolanda Truikienė
Jolanta Dapkūnaitė
Jolanta Kaminskienė
Jolanta Mizeikienė
Jolita Palekaitė / Palekų 
šeima

Jonas Balys
Jonas Ignatavičius
Jonas Jurgaitis
Jonas Katauskis
Jonas Tertelis
Jonė Buslavičiūtė
Jorintė Volungevičienė
Jovita Zubkė
Julija Dudutė
Julija Osipova
Julija Stunžėnaitė
Julija Šatkauskaitė
Jūratė Čečetienė
Jūratė Radėnaitė
Jurga Mozūrienė
Jurga Valainytė
Jurgita Jokubauskienė
Jurgita Krukonytė
Jurgita Ratkevičiūtė
Jurgita Talutytė
Justas Raibikis
Justas Riabovas
Justas Samalius
Justas Vaišnoras
Justė Buslavičiūtė
Justė Martinkėnaitė
Justė Šidlauskė
Justina Baliūnaitė
Justina Baranauskė
Justina Daunoravičiūtė
Justina Jasinskė
Justina Jurkevičienė
Justina Kurganaitė
Justina Levonaitė
Justina Sendravičiūtė
Justinas Garbštas
>>>



Kamilė Ananevaitė
Kamilė Galkutė
Kamilė Pakevičiūtė
Kamilė Vieželytė
Karina Ambrose
Karina Kandrotaitė
Karolina Čižaitė
Karolis Lajauskas
Karolis Ramanauskas
Karolis Šliažas
Kasparas Laureckis
Kasparas Pajarskas
Kastytis Janavičius
Katažina Bitovt
Kazimieras Gipas
Kęstutis Kapočius
Klaudijus Kamarauskas
Kostas Trusas
Kotryna Stankutė-
Jaščemskienė
Kristina Abariūtė
Kristina Alejūnaitė
Kristina Andrašiūtė
Kristina Butavičiūtė
Kristina Karvelytė
Kristina Lipskaja
Kristina Mačanaitė
Kristina Zaveckienė
Laima Nausėdaitė
Laima Surgautaitė
Laimis Čepukas
Laimonas Vainoris
Laimutė Mozūraitienė
Laura Kerušauskaitė
Laura Liutkė
Laura Lukošiūtė

Laura Misiūnaitė
Laura Petkutė
Laura Sirvydytė
Laura Tyrylytė
Laura Tunaitė
Laura Vašurenkaitė
Laurynas Čičelis
Laurynas Vaitulevičius
Lėja Virganavičiūtė
Leonas Sabataitis
Leonidas Žiriakovas
Liepa Girskaitė
Lijana Combellick
Lina Ažubalienė
Lina Disciplina
Lina Kunickienė
Lina Skukauskė
Lina Šarlauskienė
Lina Vyšniauskaitė
Lina Zabinskaja
Liucina Mackialo
Liudvikas Petrauskas
Liutauras Breivė
Lolita Čepulytė-
Stoškienė
Loreta Bilžienė
Loreta Katinaitė
Loreta Markevičiūtė
Loreta Pivoriūnaitė
Loreta Valaitienė
Lukas Gaižauskas
Lukas Neimanas
Mantas Sladkevičius
Mantas Šiaučiūnas
Mantas Žukauskas
Margarita Burkova

Marija Inesa Luneckaitė
Marija Toropceva
Marijus Bandza
Marius Alyta
Marius Murnikas
Marius Rimeika
Marius Ruginis
Marius Valasevičius
Martyna Bunikytė-Čiapė
Martyna Mykolaitytė
Martynas Brazauskas
Martynas Butkus
Martynas Martišius
Martynas Počebutas
Martynas Sabaliauskas
Matas Valius Ramoška
Mėta Bambalaitė
Miglė Blaževičiūtė
Miglė Krasauskaitė
Miglė Paškevičienė
Miglė Staškevičienė
Mykolas Brazaitis
Mykolas Dumčius
Milda Adomavičienė
Milda Urbonaitė
Milda Žemaitytė
Mindaugas Budginas
Mindaugas Kojelis
Mindaugas Kuprionis
Mindaugas Paulavičius
Mindaugas Šeškas
Mindaugas Žukauskas
Modestas Martišius
Monika Drungilaitė
Monika Kazlauskaitė
Monika Lašienė

Monika Ragulytė
Monika Skurvydė
Monika Vaičiulytė
Nastė Ancikaitė
Nelli Vitulskienė
Nerijus Čereška
Nerijus Kutra
Nerijus Mikšys
Neringa Dambrauskienė
Neringa Lopataitė
Neringa Thariani
Nijolė Skridailaitė
Nijolė Šomkienė
Nijolė Šulčaitė
Odeta Morkūnienė
Olga Kupina
Olga Senkevič
Onutė Grigaitė
Palmyra Bučkaitė
Patricija Marijauskaitė
Paulė Tamašauskaitė
Paulina Kozlovskytė
Paulina Mozūraitė
Paulius Barakauskas
Paulius Macijauskas
Paulius Mikulskis
Paulius Narkevičius
Paulius Normantas
Paulius Žuklys Prieglius
Petras Vilutis
Pijus Mačiulis
Povilas Kairiūkštis
Povilas Tamošauskas
Pranas Sebeika
Raimonda Douglass
Raimonda Jankauskienė

Raimonda Marija 
Sagatauskė
Raimondas Juodka
Raminta Lubienė
Raminta Medvedevaitė
Raminta Rusovičiūtė
Ramūna Šukienė
Ramūnas Deleckis
Ramūnas Paškevičius
Ramunė Kizytė
Ramunė Zavistauskaitė
Ramutė Radėnienė
Rasa Bielskytė-Masiokė
Rasa Buslavičienė
Rasa Juodišienė
Rasa Kalinauskaitė
Rasa Norkūnė
Rasa Rudzkytė
Reda Šegždienė
Redas Rutkauskas
Remy Salters
Remutė Židonienė
Renata Sagatauskė
Renatas Turčinavičius
Ričardas Barkauskas
Rima Zapereckaitė
Rimantas Micka
Rimantas Vaišnys
Rimantė Paulauskaitė-
Digaitienė
Ringa Sauserytė
Rytis Bigenis
Rytis Martikonis
Robertas Aleksa
Robertas Lenartavičius
Robertas Navakas
Rokas Bernatonis

Rokas Gelažius
Rolantas Remeikis
Roma Greičiūtė
Romas Volungevičius 
Ronaldas Kubilius
Rosita Narkutė
Rosita Raziulytė-
Kurauskienė
Rūta Balserytė
Rūta Baškytė
Rūta Galinytė
Rūta Meilutytė
Rūta Saulytė-
Laurinavičienė
Rūta Semeniukaitė
Rūta Statkutė
Salvija Mulevičienė
Sandra Brazaitytė
Sandra Veprauskienė
Saulius Antanas 
Kulakauskas
Saulius Pundys
Saulius Žemaitaitis
Sigita Braziūnienė
Sigita Braziūnienė
Sigita Gustaitė
Sigita Juraškaitė-
Baužienė
Sigita Morkūnaitė
Sigitas Adomavičius
Silvija Krutulytė
Simona Mockutė
Simona Kalvelytė
Simona Sabulytė
Simona Urbaitytė
Simonas Bastys
Simonas Encius

Simonas Jurgionis
Simonas Niedvaras
Skaistė Girtienė
Solveiga Tuomaitė
Stasys Mačiulskas
Šarūnas Volungeviččius
Šarūnė Avižienytė
Šarūnė Budrė
Šarūnė Pečiukonytė
Tadas Balza
Tadas Rakauskas
Tadas Rickevičius
Tadas Stanikūnas
Titas Aleksandravičius
Tomas Aidėtis
Tomas Algirdas Galinis
Tomas Gecevičius
Tomas Mačiulaitis
Tomas Tarabilda
Tomas Vitulskis
Ugnė Alsytė
Ugnė Balčiūnaitė
Ugnė Barbora Starkutė
Ugnė Jančiulytė
Ugnė Rinkevičiūtė
Ugnė Urbelytė
Ugnė Vilkevičiūtė
Ugnius Raugalas
Ugnius Zasimauskas
Ūla Balaševičiūtė
Ūla Staigytė
Urtė Karklienė
Urtė Sabutytė
Vaida Šnirienė
Vaiva Grainytė
Vaiva Jokužytė
Vaiva Misiūnaitė

Vaiva Ramanauskienė
Vaiva Sriubaitė
Valdas Povilaitis
Veslava Aganauskienė
Vidas Morkūnas
Vidas Vilčinskas
Vikinta Černeckytė
Vykintas Vaitkevičius
Viktorija 
Aleksandravičienė
Viktorija Čepukienė
Viktorija Gendvilaitė
Viktorija Kazlauskaitė
Viktorija Lenkauskaitė
Viktorija Matulevičienė
Viktorija Senavaitytė-
Gaudiešienė
Vilia Baksys Mori
Vilija Eigminaitė
Vilija Stremaitytė
Vilius Drevnickis
Vilius Gogelis
Vilma Abramovič

Vilma Lazauskaitė
Vilma Noruvienė
Vilma Ramašauskaitė
Vilmantas Tamulėnas
Viltė Lapkovskienė
Viltė Šimanskaitė
Vincas Pocius
Virginija Gailienė
Vita Monkuvienė
Vitalija Jakštienė
Vytautas Balčiūnaitis
Vytautas Sakalauskas
Vytautas Savickas
Vytautas Stašaitis
Vytautas Steiblys
Vytautas Vilėniškis
Vladas Burokas
Zinaida Kovaliova
Zita Brazienė
Žydrūnas Gaudiešius
Žygimantas Čerškus
Žilvinas Pajarskas
Živilė Elena Vėžienė

Klaipėda Eduardas Balsys art gymnasium
community

Saulės Gojus school Jupiter class

Youth organisation Ateitis

Jurbarkas Antanas Giedraitis-Giedrius 
gymnasium community

Also those who have contributed the part
of their Personal Income Tax, at the
reverse vending machines and through
other community initiatives.

Thank you to our 2023 sponsors:



Dr. Mykolas Dumčius long-standing support

Thanks to philanthropist Mykolas Dumčis, a 
doctor living in Germany, who has donated
a huge amount of EUR 36,000 over a 
period of two years for the preservation of
the forests in Dzūkija, Žiogeliai. 

“Love for nature and concern about environmental damage, the increasing
CO2 in the atmosphere, emissions and water pollution. I wanted to contribute
to the reconstruction of nature, or at least the preservation of what we have. 

The Ancient Woods Foundation is an organisation that covers the factors
important to me - nature conservation in Lithuania. We are doing something
good in here, we are beautifying it, improving it, making it more beautiful and
more breathable for our children. 

I am especially happy that these forests is in Dzūkija region as it‘s very close
to my heart, because I‘ve spent many childhood summers nearby in
Marcinkonys. It is great to contribute to preservation of those forests, 
especially when so much deforestation is taking place, which is a matter of
great concern for me. Now I feel I have saved at least a few trees and
contributed to nature conservation.“



Thanks to our main business donors



Largest one-time business donation

According to Rokas Medonis, CEO of carVertical,, he and the
other founders of the company are particulary concerned about
what will be left behind for future generations. So, very
organically, these values of longevity gave birth to the initiative to 
contribute to the growth of the Foundation and to help conserve
more biodiversity.

“Supporting the Ancient Woods Foundation is an investment in
the future. We are not contributing to the present, but to the
future. I am proud of all the founders of our company, because
when it came to donating to this Foundation, they never had the
question “will we donate”, the only question was “how much will we
donate”, says Mr. Medonis. 

For its contribution to solving future problems, carVertical was
honoured with the LRT Business Leadership of the Year Award.

In November 2023, carVertical - automotive data 
company - has supported the mission and activities
of the Foundation with 100 000 Eur – the largest
single business donation received for the
preservation of Lithuania’s old-growth forests. 



Long-term business support
Thanks to the largest long-term supporter
Žalia giria, 35 ha of old-growth forests have
already been bought to be preserved forever.

Since 2021, the support initiative “In agreement with nature” 
has provided more than 140,000 Eur of support and helped
preserve 3 forest plots in Molėtai, Alytus, Jurbarkas districts. 

Thanks to our long-standing partners FlexPro
and JCDecaux, the outdoor ads has been
reaching the public for the third year. 

This is a support initiative continued by JCDecaux together
with FlexPro printing company – a gratuitous outdoor
advertising campaign in the largest cities of Lithuania. 



For our long-term donors:
„Biopapa“ / UAB „Žaliuomenė“
UAB „Mailerlite“ 
UAB „Advantes technologies“
„Wikiloc Outdoor SL”
UAB „Cargo 24”
Aistefashion
UAB „Oxylabs” 
MB „Flumens“
MB „Miško šviesos“
MB „Kilo mintis”

Newcomers to the mission:
ROCKIT / VšĮ „Startuolių platforma”
MB „Gamtos Pažinimo Centras“
UAB „100 AČIŪ“
UAB „Energijos Kontrolė“
UAB „Enga Systems”
MB „Daily Spoon“
Labdaros ir paramos fondas SATORI
Nord Security / UAB „360 IT”
„Pin Adventure Map“ / UAB „Outtake“
UAB „Bio Circle Balticum”
UAB „Elektroninės prekybos centras“
UAB „Real Game“
UAB „Baltec CNC Technologies“
MB „Ilgai ir laimingai”
MB „Kontervita”
UAB „Aco Nordic“
UAB „Exacaster
UAB „Kvapų namai”
„Audioteka” / UAB „AMK”
UAB „ESS projektai“
UAB „Beijer Ref Lithuania“

Thanks to our business supporters
UAB „Digital freedom”
MB „Tarp Vandenynų” / Jausmų medis 
UAB „Kismas“
UAB „Adverum“
UAB „Stadema“
VŠĮ „Renginių inžinieriai“
MB „FungiMed“
UAB „Gendra“
UAB „Dotronika“
VŠĮ „Šaknysfest“
MB „Diena Be Plastiko“
Pink Rain
MB „Spindėja“
MB „Holpankeka“
Kultūros ir mokslo sklaidos ir tyrimų centras 
„Pradmuo“
MB „Disciplina“
UAB „An Incubus“
„Gelos”/Surink Lietuvą ir VšĮ „idrama
Nebulaoperator Photo Editing
„The Rooster Gallery“.



Benevity Causes Portal – an international platform that mediates between NGO’s and business
organisations, helping to manage and implement business support initiatives, donation matching. 
Our profile. 

Public Institution Deposit System Administrator (USAD) the support initiative invites people to 
return packaging to the deposit system and donate the received amount to the Ancient Woods
Foundation and to contribute to the preservation of Lithuania’s old-growth forests. slamantys.lt

Thanks to our partners

Aplinkosaugos koalicija (Environmental coalition) – partner in environmental public interest
defence related to forest policy and biodiversity protection. www.akoalicija.lt.

Girių spiečius (Forest Swarm) – a group of organizations and individuals united to seek
ecologically, socially and economically balanced, nature-friendly forest policy. giriuspiecius.lt. 

1 % for the Planet – is an international network of business, environmental organisations and
individual members focused on the planets most important environmental issues. Our profile.

Saulė ir jūra (Sun and sea) – a contemporary opera-performance by director and
cinematographer Rugilė Barzdžiukaitė, librettist Vaiva Grainytė, and composer Lina Lapelytė, 
supporting the Foundation’s mission and community engagement. sunandsea.lt

https://causes.benevity.org/content/sengires-fondas
https://slamantys.lt/
https://www.akoalicija.lt/
http://www.giriuspiecius.lt/
https://directories.onepercentfortheplanet.org/profile/sengirs-fondas-the-ancient-woods-foundation


The campaign “Rustle” 
On 15th November 2023, the initiative of the Lithuanian Deposit System Administrator was
launched to educate the Lithuanian society and to invite them instead of getting your deposit
back to donate it to the Ancient Woods Foundation and the preservation of old-growth forests.

By the end of the year, more than 150,000 packages had been donated and the amount of the
deposit recovered was 15,597.80 eur. The initiative continues in 2024, with 100% of the
donations raised going towards the buy-back and preservation of the old-growth forest plots
for future generations. 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to create the song „Rustle“ („Šlamantys“) 
specially created for the campaign: 

Žygimantas Kudirka (Messiah) and the choir “Ąžuoliukas”. Music producer, composer and
arranger Vitalijus Puzyriov (Vaiper), instrumentalist and composer Benas Kukenys, audio
engineer for the choir Jurgis Masilionis, audio engineer (mixing and mastering) Paulius Sugintas. 
Author of the choral arrangement, artistic director of the choir "Ąžuoliukas" - Vytautas Miškinis, 
choir masters, choir teachers - Gitana Trimirkaitė, Gabrielius Gaidamavičius, choir manager -
Dominykas Žvirblis. Choir members: Ben, Vincent, Jonas, Vincent, Tautvilas, Jurgis, Žilvinas, 
Gustavas, Simonas, Ignas, Rapolas, Karolis, Adam, Ainis, Vytautas, Algis, Vilius, Aleksas, 
Mindaugas, Ignas, Emanuelis Obinna, Jonas Oak, Novydas, Benas Vakaris, Ugnius, Arnas, 
Vytautas, Sviatoslav, Simon, Domas, Simon Andrius, Jonas, Martynas, Kristupas, Matas, Taučius, 
Lukas, Noias, Augustas Vėjas, Jakubas, Rapolas, Lukas, Džiugas. 

Music video production: director - Titas Sūdžius, producers - Some films, Ieva Javaitytė, Olga 
Radčenko, cinematographer - Simonas Glinskis, creative agency - Fabula Rud Pedersen Group. 
Photos by Māris Kreicbergs, Mindaugas Survila, Vytautas Knyva, Reda Iršėnaitė, Darius Babelis, 
Renatas Jakaitis. 

Šlamantys song Youtube

Šlamantys.lt

https://youtu.be/BOMAbCDeOV8?si=rr7QRy2x-HQVNCYY
https://slamantys.lt/


X

Social campaign “Let nature rest”
The campaign is about indifference to the destruction of
nature and biodiversity, forest clearcutting and other
environmental problems in Lithuania. 

The social campaign calls for giving forests a rest from
human interference, indiscriminate consumption and
leaving as many forests in Lithuania as possible to their
natural state. There is no need to manage the forest, let
nature rest and find more sustainable ways of living. 

Thanks to Neringa Rekašiūte, Elvina Nevardauskaite and
Egle Plytnikaite for creating this social campaign. Also to 
the sponsors of this campaign - Oxylabs, JCDecaux and
Flexpro. The implementation process was carried out in a 
respectful relationship with the old-growth forests. The
moss used in the video scenes was collected from a 
future clear-cut where it would have been destroyed, 
and the creative team planned every step the way that it 
would not harm nature. 

Videos on youtube: 

https://youtu.be/0Zf0B_x4pD8?si=Ps1U1iA7_XdqGE9x
https://youtu.be/90_IzdnlI4I?si=KFWd4E1ubNLhQrei

https://youtu.be/0Zf0B_x4pD8?si=Ps1U1iA7_XdqGE9x
https://youtu.be/90_IzdnlI4I?si=KFWd4E1ubNLhQrei


Klaipėda Eduardas Balsys Art Gymnasium community on the occasion
of St. Martin’s day held a special celebration event with home baked
cakes and cookies, focused on learning more about the old-growth
forests and fundraise to protect them. As the result, community has
raised enough to preserve more than a 1200m2 of the forests!

The Jupiter class of Vilnius school “Saulės Gojus”, the union of school
children Ateitininkai, the community of Jurbarkas Antanas Giedraitis-
Giedraitis gymnasium also organised support initiatives. 

Thanks to everyone!

Contribution from school communities



The team is the strength

Approx. 38 volunteers are working on a regular basis, but there are over
78 who contribute in one way or another!

These are contributors with their professional skills, time and energy, 
scientific insights, creations, ideas and their voice from all over Lithuania 
and the world. The help of forests rangers is important, as well as those
who help to check the forests before purchasing, and those who
contribute to education, visual material or support initiatives. 

In 2023, 16 new volunteers joined the foundation. Total volunteer time is
over 6,200 hours (based on the results of a team survey and the average
time spent per person per year).

Thank you to everyone who contributed!

Over 78 people actively contributed in 2023.

Over 6200 hours volunteered to the foundation’s

activities in 2023.

Forests: 
search, 
acquisition, 
monitoring

Education 
and 
science

Communication
and media

Team

Advocacy

Operations, 
technologies, 
law

Fundraising





Board members, shareholders

Dr. Biruté Galdikas

The Patron of the
Foundation

Anthropologist, 
Environmentalist, 
Primatologist, world-
famous scientist

Mindaugas Survila
Author and main initiator of the 

foundation, documentary 
filmmaker

Dr. Mindaugas Lapelė
Botanist, dedicated his life to 

nature conservation and public 
education

Ainis Pivoras
Biologist, working in botany, 

forest ecophysiology

Aurelija Urbonavičiūtė
Organisation design and 
development strategist

Kristina Skindelytė
Public relations expert,

Blue Oceans PR

Rimantė Paulauskaitė-
Digaitienė
Coordinator

Simonas Bastys
Technology solutions

Vilius Striužas
Lawyer, legal issues



Scientists & biologists

Dr. Jurga 
Motiejūnaitė

Mycologist

Dr. Žydrūnas 
Preikša

Ornithologist

Dr. Eduardas 
Budrys

Entomologist

Vytautas Uselis

Entomologist

Dr. Bronius 
Šablevičius
Ornithologist

Dr. Darius 
Stončius

Ecologist

Marius 
Karlonas

Ornithologist

Dr. Reda 
Iršėnaitė
Mycologist

Dalia Bastytė-
Cseh

Herpetologist

Dr. Eugenijus 
Drobelis

Ornithologist

Dr. Valerijus 
Rašomavičius

Botanist

Giedrius 
Vaivilavičius

Malacologist

Justinas Kilpys

Climatologist

Doc. Dr. Ričardas 
Skorupskas
Geographer



Scientists, biologists, nature photographers
Dr. Jonas Volungevičius 
Dr. Romas Ferenca 
Dr. Gediminas Brazaitis
Dalia Blažulionytė
Tomas Pocius
Vilma Gudynienė
Dr. Maria Fernanda Torres 
Jimenez
Dr. Rimvydas Juškaitis 
Dr. Alius Ulevičius
Kęstutis Čepėnas
Andrejus Gaidamavičius
Tadas Bujanauskas
dr. doc. Zita Gasiūnaitė
Linas Staliūnas
Tadas Bujanauskas
Andrejus Gaidamavičius
Vidmantas Lopeta
Saulius Adomavičius 
And others...

Dr. Radvilė 
Rimgailė-Voicik

Botanist

Dr. Paulo Pereira
Geographer, 

environmental 
scientist

Biologist, Nature 
photographer

Biologist, Nature 
photographer

Biologist, Nature 
photographer

Biologist, Nature 
photographer

Nature 
photographer

Dr. Laura 
Malinauskaitė
Environmental 

scientist

Dr. Ieva Misiūnė

Geographer

Almantas Kulbis

Biologist

Marius Čepulis

Biologist, nature 
photographer

Dr. Gintarė 
Grašytė

Ornithologist



Team of professionals 
Who joined the foundation in 2023.

Agnė Stirnė

Designer, social media 
specialist

Jonė Pivoraitė

Forest information 
specialist

Eglė Plytnikaitė

Educational content 
coordinator

Rūta Rosson

Coordinator of 
educational trips and 
events

Justė Kulikauskaitė

Public relations, social 
media specialist

Brigita Mosiejauskė

Forest acquisition 
specialist

Adelė Banelienė

Forest team 
coordinator

Aleksandr Čaplia

Programmer, 
Pixelmator Team

Aurelija Belazaraitė

Sponsorship coordinator,
Pixelmator Team

Linas Jankaitis 

GIS specialist

Saulius Žemaitaitis

Programmer

Gabija Savickytė

Projektų koordinatorė
Toma Šilinaitė-
Subačienė

Dizianerė

Marius Valasevičius

Programmer



Edgaras Baltrušaitis

Project coordinator 

Ieva Drutelienė

Forest information 
specialist

Rimvydas Markevičius 

Forest information 
analyst

Ugnius Narutis

Content developer

Diana Vaitkevičienė

Forest photographer

Team of professionals
Who joined the foundation in 2023.

Raminta Lilaitė

Public relations expert

Karolina Želvė

Educational content 
coordinator

Gediminas Užkuraitis

Strategist, Synthesis 
Consulting Group

Milana Zarianova

Newsletter 
coordinator

Donata Banaitytė

Public relations 
specialist

Silvija Duoblytė

Sponsorship and 
events coordinator

Kotryna Valiukevičiūtė

Educational programme 
coordinator

Viktorija Gauronskytė

Ambassador 
coordinator

Elena Korytė

Social media coordinator



Simas Gradeckas

Biodiversity credits 
expert

Kamilė Lileikė

Team coordinator

Laura Laurynaitytė

Content creator, 
coordinator

A team of professionals, rangers, photographers
Who joined the foundation in 2023.

Karolina Čižaitė

Sponsorship 
coordinator, 
programmer

Authors of artistic, educational and social initiatives, newcomers to the team, forest 
rangers, photographers and designers:

Ina Mosiejauskaitė

Forest acquisition 
coordinator

Jurga Daubaraitė 

Jonas Žukauskas

Gabrielė Grigorjevaitė

Elvina Nevardauskaitė

Gedvilė Baniulienė

Vilius Kaulinskas

Audrius Kliševičius 

Vykintas Labanauskas

Paulius Trakymas

Laima Plėšnytė

Albinas Plėšnys

Robertas Aleksa

Denis Vėjas

Ignas Janulis

Aurelijus Banelis

Sandra Pangonytė

Edmundas Stundžius

Gabrielė Jauniūtė

Mindaugas Kavaliauskas

Arvydas Sviderskis

Paulius Šafranauskas

Ignas Šalnaitis 

Lina Paškevičiūtė

Vaidas Balys

Mindaugas Kanišauskas

Ūla Markevičienė

Laima Šveistytė

Lina Kučinskaitė

Darius Truncė

And more others.



Giedrius Širka

Performer

Mila Monk

Forest bathing guide, forest 
therapy and education

Neringa Rekašiūtė

Photographer, creator

Rugilė Barzdžiukaitė

Film director

Lina Lapelytė

Artist, performer and 
composer

Vaiva Grainytė

Writer, playwright and 
poet

Vykintas 
Vaitkevičius

Historian

Vaiva Rykštaitė

Writer

Rūta Meilutytė

Swimmer

Kamilė Gudmonaitė

Film director, artist

Berta Tilmantaitė

Photographer, journalist

Ambassadors
Who contributed to the foundation in 2023.

Kotryna Stankutė-
Jaščemskienė
Social activist

Aurelija Plūkė

Mushroom enthusiast

Barbora 
Valiukevičiūtė
Violinist



Communication
Public communications and media



What’s been done in 2023?
144 mentions of the foundation (+29%)

9 press releases

10 interviews, talk shows, podcasts

2 magazine articles

1 award

Coverage on major portals, mentions in sponsor’s initiatives, 
consistency in communication, original and high quality 
campaigns visible in the public space.

Most mentions on the following portals:

„Verslo žinios“, „LRT“, „Lrytas“, „Delfi“, „15min“, „Bernardinai“, „Made in Vilnius“ and others. 
Notable mentions in radio and television programmes - „Panorama“, „Laba diena, Lietuva“, 
„Laisvės TV“ .  Also in magazine „BŪDAS“. 

Abroad, these following portals have also mentioned the foundation: „MSN“, „Mashable“, 
„Gazeta Wyborcza“, „Ekonews“, „NatureBacked“, ir kiti.



Key messages
In Lithuania:

• International business support to the Foundation has helped to preserve
5 ha plot of land. 

• The NATO summit will present and installation from the “eco-occupier”: 
to draw attention to the ecocide taking place in Ukraine.

• „Sengirės fondas“ bought the first forest in Western Lithuania.

• „Let nature rest” campaign. 

• Launch of the “Exchange packaging for cash” campaign.

• News of carVertical’s support.

• News about the Children’s Forest Pavilion / Venice biennale. 

Abroad:

• Powerful Installation Draws Attention to Ukraine's Ecological
Devastation Amidst NATO Summit in Lithuania (mentions on US, UK, 
Italian, Czech, Polish portals, including Mashable, 18.8M views).

• Why Eco-Conscious Entrepreneurs and Society Are Vital for Lithuania’s
Forest Protection (mentions on US, Polish, Portuguese, Hungarian
portals including MSN, 665.6M views).

Media interviews with foundation members:
• M. Survila’s interview „Verslo žinios“.

• M. Lapelė’s interview „Laba diena, Lietuva“ „LRT“.

• M. Lapelė’s ir M. Survila’s interview „Panorama“ „LRT“
about the Raigardas Valley.

• M. Survila’s interview „Delfi“.

• M. Survila’s interview „Laisvės TV“.

• M. Lapelė’s interview in printed polish magazine “Gazeta
Wyborcza”.

• M. Lapelė’s interview in magazine „BŪDAS“. 

• M. Survila’s interview „Šventa žemė“. 

https://www.vz.lt/laisvalaikis/akiraciai/2023/04/13/m-survila--apie-sengires-fonda-ir-investicija-amziams&81a8d59d36a6e&22c7384d25d72&b65bffae3d33f&8a8ba399d6d9e
https://www.lrt.lt/mediateka/irasas/2000263642/pradeda-zaliuoti-pirmieji-valgomi-augalai-zinovas-pristato-ju-nauda-ir-viska-ka-reikia-zinoti-juos-renkant
https://www.lrt.lt/mediateka/irasas/2000264387/panorama-zelenskis-teigia-kinijai-pasiules-prisijungti-prie-kyjivo-taikos-formules-su-vertimu-i-gestu-k
https://www.delfi.lt/grynas/gamta/survila-apie-pasaulini-pripazinima-pelniusi-filma-sengire-visi-stebisi-kokius-nuostabius-miskus-turime-bet-tenka-paaiskinti-kad-tai-tik-pasaka-95212853
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Nu2aQm65DM
https://www.delfi.lt/grynas/gamta/survila-apie-pasaulini-pripazinima-pelniusi-filma-sengire-visi-stebisi-kokius-nuostabius-miskus-turime-bet-tenka-paaiskinti-kad-tai-tik-pasaka-95212853
https://youtu.be/4LPnGo-T_mg?si=sin2iQv6nly9B1y6


Social Media
Facebook
· Number of followers – 14 432 (+9%)
· Audience reached – 222 503 (+33%)

Instagram
· Number of followers– 2 351 (+42%)
· Audience reached– 10 100 (+518%)

Linkedin
· Number of followers– 473 (+237%)
· Audience reached – 20 000 (+210%)

Most Popular posts 
• Purchase for conservation of a forest plot in the Raigardas Valley

• Bark beetle – a keystone species in forest ecosystems

• Achieved the target of the year – over 118 ha of forests protected

• What to do if and when you find baby animal or bird? 

• On clear felling in protected areas

• The life cycle of pine tree - 400 years

• Dr. Birutė Galdikas impressions from a visit to Balbieriškis Oak Grove

• Summer solstice – a magical time of nature’s transformation

• Without death there would be no life – fallen leaves as a micro-habitat

https://www.facebook.com/Sengires/
https://www.instagram.com/sengiresfondas/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/sengiresfondas/


Participation in projects and events
• “Children’s Forest Pavilion” at the Venice architecture biennale

• XXI Natural Culture Seminar “Trees of the green forest – my brothers”: 
the relationship between man and forest in Lithuania. 

• Conference “Sustainability in everyone’s life”, organised by the University 
of the Third Age (MČTAU)

• M.K.Čiurlionis Museum exhibition “Green”

• Discussion “Scents and Forests” in cooperation with the Kvapų namai

• Exhibition “Sustainable Future” 

• Global Learning Summit

• Events, festivals „Vidur girių“, Rūšių ralis, „Čiulba ulba“, „Gaia“ and more.

The “Sengire Foundation” was also awarded as “Commitment of the year
2022” at the annual Waste Culture Awards. 



Financial report
Support and costs



In 2023, the foundation received strong financial
contributions from businesses and individuals, both
regular and new to the mission. In total, over 1454 
individuals and 57 legal entities. 

Individuals accounted for 36.54% of the total support, 
while legal entities accounted for 63.46%. 

The support provided through the deposit scheme is
not accounted for 2023, but will be received in 2024, 
through the purchase of specific forest parcels. 

Support for the fund’s 
activities in 2023 –
323,563.16 Eur

Business and organisations Individuals



The 1.2% of Personal Income Tax donated by residents is
growing every year and is a crucial source of support. 

In 2023, 856 people contributed in this way.

This support will be used to finance the acquisition of one
of the largest forest plots in Molėtai district in 2024. 

The share of personal 
income tax allocated to 
the operation of the 
fund in 2023  –
53,801.87 EUR



Personal Income tax - €53,801.87

Financial support- €64,434.70 

Support from individuals:

Support in services - €971.88

Financial support - €201,592.73

Financial support from abroad -

€2,761.98

Legal entities support:

Support for the fund’s 
activities in 2023 –
323,563.16 Eur



Donations used in statuses in 2023 for the achievement of the
operational objectives set out in the statutes. 

• Purchases of forest plots - €242,100.00
• Salary - €31,798.89
• Other operating costs (research, advertising, technology) - €1,822.43
• Notary services - €1,442.03
• Printing for outdoor advertising (support in services) - €971.88
• Accounting services - €720.00
• Social insurance tax - €702.62
• Bank commission - €570.52
• Nacional Land Service fee (consents to acquire forest) - €222.00
• Costs at the Registry Center (owners search) - €60.52
• Land tax - €22.00
• Exchange rate costs - €12.05

Costs and purchases in 2023

Purchases of
forests plots, 
86%

Admin costs, 
13%

Support in services, 
0.35%



Goals for 2024
Key activities



Goals for 2024
1. To protect more than 170 hectares (420 acres) of

future old-growth forests by the end of the year;

2. To extend existing forest massifs;

3. To continue public education about the importance of
preserving old-growth forests and biodiversity; 

4. To strengthen the monitoring and inventorisation of
forests already under our protection.

Forests under the care of the Foundation, in hectares



Everyone can contribute

Allow the 
forest to 
develop 

naturally

Share 
information

Support 
financially

Donate 
a forest

Join the 
team

If you own a 
forest, don’t cut 

it down or 
manage, let it 

grow.

Educate others 
about the 

importance of 
preserving old-
growth forests.

Contribute 
financially, 
either as a 

business or 
personally.

The Foundation 
will make sure 

that life 
flourishes there. 

Contribute your 
professional 

knowledge or 
services.



Thanks to each and 
everyone of you.

Photo credits: Darius Babelis, Vytautas Knyva, Renatas Jakaitis, 
Mindaugas Survila, Sandra Pangonytė, Neringa Rekašiūtė, 
Aurelijus Banelis, Adelė Banelienė, Kotryna Stankutė, Arvydas 
Sviderskis, Silvija Duoblytė, Edmundas Stundžius, Mindaugas 
Bukauskas, Eglė Plytnikaitė, Ričardas Skorupskas, Jonas 
Volungevičius, Diana Vaitkevičienė, Rūta Rosson, Rimantė 
Paulauskaitė-Digaitienė, and other members of the Foundation.

Illustrations:  Toma Šilinaitė-Subačienė, Eglė Plytnikaitė.
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